[bookmark: _GoBack]Activity # 1: Species Data Collection

	Four times throughout the year, go out into your outdoor classroom space and do a species inventory! Record all of the species that you see to gather data on what kinds of species (and which migrating species) may live in your area! Use field guides to help identify species. 



Background Information:
The 6 Basic Animal Groups
Maine Mammal Information Sheet
Maine Habitats, Mammals, Birds, Amphibians, Reptiles - Good site with species lists and coloring pages to help learn the animals.

*NOTE: Tracks and other signs of animals (ex: beaver chews) can be used to identify the presence of species. 

Materials:
· Data sheets
· Clipboards for recording on data sheets
· Field guides (Mammals, Birds, Insects, Reptiles, Amphibians, Marine Life)
· Animal track guide

	Procedure:
· Help familiarize the students with how to use a field guide to identify species.
· Brainstorm a list of species you might expect to see in your outdoor classroom space.
· Discuss the different types of species you may observe (Mammals, Birds, Insects, Reptiles, Amphibians, Marine Life).
· Split students into pairs or small groups.
· Give each group a clipboard with the appropriate data sheet for the season. 
· Assign roles in each group - one or more students to use the field guides and identify species, one student to record data.
· Take pictures of species if you have a camera available!
· Identify an area of your outdoor classroom to start with, and MODEL FOR STUDENTS how to observe the area and record what they see. 
· *If students do not know the exact species, have them write a short description - they can look it up later!
· Back in the classroom, compile a species list for that season to compare to the other seasons!
· Figure out which of the species migrate, and put a ⭑ next to them.












Names of Group Members: ___________________________________________________________________________
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Species Data Collection Sheet - SUMMER

Record all of the species you find! If you are not sure what it is, write a description to identify it later!
Types of Animals: Mammals, Birds, Insects, Reptiles, Amphibians, Marine Life

	Species
	Type of Animal
	Description

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Names of Group Members: ___________________________________________________________________________
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Species Data Collection Sheet - FALL

Record all of the species you find! If you are not sure what it is, write a description to identify it later!
Types of Animals: Mammals, Birds, Insects, Reptiles, Amphibians, Marine Life

	Species
	Type of Animal
	Description

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Names of Group Members: ___________________________________________________________________________
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Species Data Collection Sheet - WINTER

Record all of the species you find! If you are not sure what it is, write a description to identify it later!
Types of Animals: Mammals, Birds, Insects, Reptiles, Amphibians, Marine Life

	Species
	Type of Animal
	Description

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Names of Group Members: ___________________________________________________________________________
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Species Data Collection Sheet - SPRING

Record all of the species you find! If you are not sure what it is, write a description to identify it later!
Types of Animals: Mammals, Birds, Insects, Reptiles, Amphibians, Marine Life

	Species
	Type of Animal
	Description
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