[bookmark: _GoBack]Activity #2: Citizen Science with eBird

	There are a number of “citizen science” initiatives that are making it easier for the general public to contribute to scientific data (which is then used by scientists to look at real-world issues and trends!). Some citizen science platforms include Nature’s Notebook, iNaturalist, and eBird. In this activity, students will collect data on bird activity, and you will log bird sightings as a class in eBird!




Resources:
eBird - View and Explore Data
Bird Watcher’s Digest - Bird Identification
Merriam-Webster - Morphology of a Bird
Bird Survey Data Sheet
Birds of MDI Keynote Presentation

Materials:
· Binoculars
· Computers/Internet Access
· Keynote Presentation
· Pencils
· Clipboards
· Bird Survey Data Sheets

	Procedure:
· Step 1: Create an eBird account for your class or school, and explore the website (make sure you look at the links under the Explore section of the site!).
· Step 2: Learn about the parts of a bird, and some common bird species you might see. Use this Keynote Presentation.
· Step 3: Split students into teams and give each team a Bird Survey Data Sheet, a clipboard, and binoculars (if available).
· Step 4: Go out into your outdoor classroom for ~1 hour, at least once a week starting in late April.
· Step 5: Have students record their bird observations - if they do not know the species, they can record observations about size, color, and sound. *MODEL FOR YOUR STUDENTS HOW TO MAKE A GOOD OBSERVATION.
· Step 6: Bring your data sheets inside, and together record all of the birds that you saw in eBird. *Remember to use the map to plot your location where you went birding!
· Step 7: See how the bird species you observe change over the course of the spring!




