
 
 

 

 
  

TOP has a Lighting Management Plan 
that defines regulations for limiting 
light pollution at: 
www.topofthepines.org 

International Dark-Sky Association: 
www.darksky.org/  

 

 
Keeping TOP Night Skies 

Dark and the Stars 
Bright 

 
TOP's starry night sky with the Milky Way, Jupiter and Saturn 

playing with the tall ponderosa pines.  

Courtesy Val Szwarc 

 
 

 
What Can You Do at Home? 
Light only what and where it is needed. Use 
shielded fixtures, limits on correlated color 
temperature (CCT) and lumens (brightness) 
similar to TOP lighting regulations. 

 

Photos before 
and during the 
2003 Northeast 
blackout, a 
massive power 
outage that 
affected 55 
million people 
(photos by Todd 
Carlson)  

Examples of Compliant 
Outdoor Lighting 

Resources 

Contact 
info@topofthepines.org 
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https://www.darksky.org/our-work/lighting/


 
 

 

 

 

 

How Is TOP Preserving the 
Dark Sky from Light Pollution? 

See TOP’s Lighting Management Plan on TOP’s website for 
all the details. 

 Preventing light trespass to the sky and 
neighboring areas by installing shielded fixtures 
such that light does not pass off the premises that 
need lighting and is directed below the horizontal. 

 
 

• Limits CCT of bulbs to 2700 deg Kelvin (or even 
less during Night Sky events). 

• Using outdoor lights only where/when needed.  

• Pavilion lighting is limited to 800 lumens 
(about 60 watt equivalent) per fixture. 

• Only 3 light fixtures on its grounds resulting in 
a lumen density (brightness) of less than 2400 
lumens per net developed acre. 

• Lighting timers and motion sensors are used 
seasonally when/where practical.  

• TOP Lights OFF policy 1 hour after sunset 
except for campers/events. 

 TOP strictly regulates event and camper lighting. 

• Prohibited use of high intensity lights. 

• 10 pm Lights OFF policy for ALL (Camper, Event 
lighting, TOP interior/exterior lighting). 

• Limit use of vehicle head lights except on 
designated roads. 

Benefits of Dark-Sky 
Compliant Lights  
 
• Shielded, compliant lights produce 

no glare and are better security 
lights.  

• Low-wattage fluorescent and LED 
bulbs use less energy and reduce 
electricity cost.  

• Low-wattage lights produce less 
heat, another environmental 
benefit. 

Why do Dark Skies Matter? 
 

 Fewer and fewer places can 
see the beauty of the starry night 
sky as seen at TOP. 

 Light pollution decreases 
darkness of the night sky.  

 The biological rhythms of most 
species have evolved to depend 
on natural cycles of light and dark. 

 Unneeded lighting wastes 
electricity. 

 Lower your carbon footprint, 
and enjoy the night sky! 

 Understanding Terms  
 
Kelvin: a way to describe the light appearance 
or temperature.  

 

 
Lumen: light output or brightness  
 
All lighting packaging provides information 
about lumens and Kelvin.   The Milky Way, Jupiter and Saturn trying to hide behind the 

tall ponderosa pines at TOP. 

Courtesy Val Szwarc, TOP Board Member 


