
 
 
 
 
A Guide to Wildflowers at 
Top of the Pines 
 
 

Top of the Pines (TOP) is a Ouray County Park. Amenities include disc golf, mountain biking, 
cross-county skiing, hiking, ŀƴŘ ŎŀƳǇƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ǾŜƴǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ 
Mount Sneffels and the Sneffels Range that provide a stunning backdrop to any celebration. 
 
Between April and October, many different kinds of flowers can be found on this propertyτ
some trailside, some off the beaten path. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This online reference was prepared by Ridgway residents and Colorado Native Plant Masters 
Sandra Dick and Mary Menz with guidance by board member Geoff Tishbein. All photos © 
Sandra Dick or Mary Menz, unless otherwise noted. 
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Flowers in this guide are arranged by flower color: 
 

¶ ¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ hǊŀƴƎŜ CƭƻǿŜǊǎ 

¶ tƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ wŜŘ CƭƻǿŜǊǎ όǇƛƴƪ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ƻƊŜƴ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘƛǘŜύ 

¶ tǳǊǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ .ƭǳŜ CƭƻǿŜǊǎ 

¶ ²ƘƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŜƴ CƭƻǿŜǊǎ όǘƘŜǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇƛƴƪƛǎƘ ƘǳŜύ 
 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǳƛŘŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ¢ht ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ 
name, scientific name, type of wildflower, and general bloom times.  
 
Common names and scientific (Latin) names are provided for reference. Common names may 
vary by region, but Latin names remain the same worldwide! Use the scientific names to 
search online for details about specific plants. Often, you need to look at leaves, flowers, and 
habitat to identify plants correctly. Many flowers have similar characteristics and looking at a 
ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ you ID what you see.  
 
Nonnative species (such as noxious weeds) often have pretty flowersΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
guide the nonnatives we see at TOP. Often these nonnatives can be invasive and crowd out 
native plants. Here, however, they are primarily kept in check with a short growing season. 
 
Wildflowers can be found on the ground or in shrubs and trees. In this reference guide, we 
classify them in four ways. 
 

¶ IŜǊōŀŎŜƻǳǎ ǇŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭǎ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƻǊ ƳǳƭǝǇƭŜ ǎǘŜƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ 
ǿƛǘƘŜǊΣ ŘǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻǿ ŀǿŀȅ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

¶ {ǳōǎƘǊǳōǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǿ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƻ ŦŜŜǘ ǘŀƭƭΣ ƛƴ ŎƭǳƳǇǎ ƻŦ ǎŜƳƛπ
ǿƻƻŘȅ ǎǘŜƳǎΦ 

¶ .ǳǎƘŜǎ ϧ {ƘǊǳōǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ƎǊƻǿ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƛȄ ŦŜŜǘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻƻŘȅ 
ǎǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴŜǎΦ 

¶ ¢ǊŜŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ όŜǾŜǊƎǊŜŜƴǎύ ƻǊ ǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ όŘŜŎƛŘǳƻǳǎύ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅΦ 
 
9ƴƧƻȅ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǳƛŘŜΣ send us a photo an let us 
know when you found it snowberryblossom@gmail.com. 
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Yellow and Orange Flowers 

Nineleaf Biscuitroot 
Lomatium triternatum 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to July 

 

 
Hairy False Goldenaster  
Heterotheca villosa 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to October 

 
Heartleaf Arnica 
Arnica cordifolia 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms June to September  

 

 
Broom Snakeweed 
Gutierrezia sarothrae 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms July to October  



 

 
IveǎΩ Four-nerve Daisy 
Tetraneuris ivesiana 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms 
 

Mountain Parsley 
Pseudocymopterus montanus 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to July 

 
Showy Goldeneye 
Heliomeris multiflora 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to October 
 

 
New Mexico Groundsel 
Packera neomexicana 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to August 
 



Thrift Mock Goldenweed/Ring-grass 
Stenotus armerioides 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to June 
 

Freerange Stock royalty free image 
Dandelion (I) 
Taraxacum officinale 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms March to April 
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Western Salsify (I) 
Tragopogon dubius 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to September 
 

aǳƭŜΩǎ 9ŀǊǎ 
Wyethia arizonica 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms June to August 

  



Western Wallflower 
Erysimum capitatum 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to August 
 

Shutterstock royalty free image 
Flixweed (I, N) 
Descurainia sophia 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms March to June 
 
 

Western Stoneseed 
Lithospermum multiflorum 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to August 
 

wȅŘōŜǊƎΩǎ ǘǿƛƴǇƻŘ 
Physaria acutifolia 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to June 
 
 
 



Oregon Grape 
Berberis repens 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms April to June 
 

Cinqueflower 
Potentilla sp. 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms June to September 

 
Sulphur-flower 
Eriogonum umbellatum 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms June to September 
 

 
Western Red Columbine  
Aquilegia elegantula 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to July 

  



 
Wyoming paintbrush 
Castilleja linariifolia 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms June to September 
 

 
Leafy spurge (I) (N) 
Euphorbia esula (aka E. cyparissias) 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to August 
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Sweet yellow clover (I) 
Melilotus officinalis 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to October 
 

 
Scarlet gilia/Skyrocket 
Ipomopsis aggregata 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to August 

 



 
Arrowleaf Balsamroot 
Balsamorhiza sagittata 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to July 
 

 
Pale Agoseris 
Agoseris glauca  
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms June to August 
 

See the next page for Blue and  

Purple Flowers ˅  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Blue and Purple Flowers 

 
Rocky Mountain Iris 
Iris missouriensis 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to August 

 

 
[ŜǿƛǎΩǎ CƭŀȄ 
Linum lewisii 
Herbaceous perennial  
Blooms May to September  

Sugarbowl 
Clematis hirsutissima 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms April to June 

 

 
bǳǘǘŀƭƭΩǎ [ŀǊƪǎǇǳǊ 
Delphinium nuttallianum 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms April to July 



 
Rocky Mountain Penstemon 
Penstemon strictus 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms June to August 
 

 
Silvery Lupine 
Lupinus argenteus 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to September 
 

 
Mat Pensteman 
Penstemon caespitosus 
Herbaceous perennial  
Blooms May to August 
 

 
Blue-eyed Mary 
Collinsia parviflora 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms April to June 

  



 
Chiming Bells  
Mertensia brevistyla 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms April to June 
 

 
Pasque Flower 
Pulsatilla nuttalliana 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms April to July 

 
Spreading fleabane 
Erigeron divergens 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to September 
 

 
Western Stickseed  
Lappula occidentalis 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms April to August 
 



 
Purple pea 
Lathyrus sp. 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to July 
 

 
Blue Mustard (I, N) 
Chorispora tenella  
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms April to June 

See the next page for Pink and  
Red Flowers ˅  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Pink and Red Flowers 

 
Longleaf Phlox 
Phlox longifolia 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to July 
 

 
Wild Rose 
Rosa woodsii 
Shrub 
Blooms June to August 

 
Tiny Trumpet 
Collomia linearis 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms June to August 
 

 
Wild Geranium 
Geranium richardsonii 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to September 



 
Mountain ball cactus 
Pediocactus simpsonii 
Cactus 
Blooms April to June 
 

 

Crescent milkvetch 
Astragalus amphioxys 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms April to June 
 

 
Mountain Snowberry 
Symphoricarpos rotundifolius 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms June to August 
 

 
Desert Paintbrush 
Castilleja chromosa 
Herbaceous perennial 
Blooms May to July 
 


